INTRODUCTION

Gibber into some abusive retort that would justify his enthrone-
ment in the Dunciad, and incidentally advertise the forthcoming
poem in its new form. This is no more than speculation; but at
some time in 1742 or 1743 Pope played a characteristic trick on
Gibber, and arranged that a spurious proof sheet of the revised
Dunciad should be "stolen" from the printer's and sent to him* The
account of this in Spence's Anecdotes* tells us less than enough to
reconstruct the incident satisfactorily:
The false leaf of the Dunciad sent to Gibber, as stolen from
the printer's by a friend, mentions the story about Mr Pope in
Gibber's letter, and insinuates that Gay was one of the party,
and that Gibber, breaking in upon Mr Gay's privacy, found
him in company with his own daughter, and therefore pulled
him away.
It is natural to assume that the false leaf was sent to Gibber after
the publication of his letter with its account of the **Tom Tit"
episode, but it is just possible that it came to Gibber's hands before
he had written his Letter at all, and that this unsavoury joke at his
daughter's expense was the very reason why he wrote it. In a four-
page pamphlet,2 dated Feb. 13, 17412 (i.e. 1743), Gibber states,
"There is lately come to my Hands an undoubted Gopy of some new
Lines, which in the next Edition of your Dunciad, now in the Press,
you intend to honour my Name with." The lines, however, refer to
"Gibber's brazen, brainless brothers" (B i 32), and no mention is
made of his daughter or of the incident with which her name had
been connected. Either Gibber chose to remain silent, or else the
information on which this pamphlet was based did not come from
the "false leaf of the Dunciad" mentioned in Spence's Anecdotes.
In a suit in Chancery which Pope brought against Henry Lintot
in 1743,* he stated that Lawton Gilliver knew and had often been
told that his right in the Dunciad was for fourteen years only, and
that when the copyright expired Pope intended to call in the
i. Op. cit. p. 348. It is to this incident that Pope seems to be referring in a
letter to Warburton, March 24, 1743. "You guessed right as to the verses sent
that silly fellow. It was done by a friend of mine who had your opinion of his
impenetrability . . ."
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